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 The major problem of this study is how Robert Ford split his personality 
reflected in Andrew Dominik’s The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward 
Robert Ford, resulted from unhandled problem he encounters. The aim of this 
study is to reveal the personality structure and the split of personality of the major 
character, influencing his behavior, using the mean of structural and 
psychoanalytic analysis. The object of this study is The Assassination of Jesse 
James by the Coward Robert Ford and it is focused on one of the major 
characters, namely Robert Ford.The benefit of the study is to give some 
contributions in the application of psychoanalytic approach in literary study and to 
fulfill the requirement for getting bachelor degree in English department.  
 This study uses library data. The primary data are taken from the movie 
itself, while the secondary data from some criticism and information needed. The 
method of data collection is description and the study employs Sigmund Freud’s 
psychoanalysis to answer the problem. 
 The finding of the study shows that the problem that the major character 
encounters causes the conflicts of his mental condition. Then, it develops to be his 
split personality. He does some actions to overcome his split personality. All of 
his acts are included into ego. These ways are the effective ways to overcome the 
problem. 
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which have been made to get bachelor degree of a university and as long as the 
writer knows that there is also no work or opinion that has ever been composed or 
published by others, except those which the writing are referred in this research 
paper and mentioned in literature review and bibliography. 
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“If you have the will to win, you have achieved half your success; If you don’t, 




























This research paper is dedicated to: 
Her deepest love „Daddy & Mommy‟ 


















Assalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb. 
Alhamdulillahirobbil’alamin. Praise and gratitude to ALLAH SWT, the 
lord of universe, with its blessing and guidance, the writer is capable of writing 
the research paper to get Bachelor Degree. In finishing this research, the writer 
realizes that there are many helps and supports from other people. Therefore, the 
writer would like to express her gratitude to all people who have supported and 
guided her in doing this research paper. She expresses her gratitude to: 
1. Drs. Sofyan Anif, M.Si, as Dean of School Teacher Training and 
Education of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, 
2. Titis Setiabudi, SS, M.Hum as the Head of English Department, 
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, 
3. Drs. Abdillah Nugroho, M.Hum as the first consultant who has given 
the researcher inspiration, spirit, helpful, advice, suggestion, and 
correction to the research paper completion, 
4. Anam Sutopo, S.Pd, M.Hum  as the second consultant who has given 
the researcher guidance, suggestion, and correction wisely, 
5. All lecturers of English Department for the guidance during the study at 
this university, 




7. Her Grand Parents “Aminah” and “Sarwan”, for prayer and wishes. 
8. Her brothers, “Sika Awan Martin Luter & Martin Sutha Indra 
Kusuma” for love, willingness and jokes. 
9. Her sister in law, “Nuzullul Atickah” for supports and prayer. 
10.  Her spiritual teacher “Mas Tohirin”, and “Mbak Yati”, for prayed and 
wishes, For families in Purwodadi, who give her spirit and guidance. 
Thanks for everything.  
11. Her beloved soulmate, “Taufik Tri Nugroho”, for supports, wishes, fully 
love, prayer, helpful and suggestions, 
12. Her best friends Swepy Pangastuti (sweeper), Triana Anggraeni (T.A), 
The Cremez Community, and All of the crew Prambanan Undercover 
(I always remember you),  
13. Her Friends in Griya Cantika (Puput, Sevika, Arix, Yuni, Eni, Nisa,Heny). 
for togetherness and jokes as long as her stayed in the boarding house, 
14.  C class ’06 Ucil, Sam (semangat!!!jo telat ae..he..he..), Septian Widi, 
kepet (om jin),  Emi Rahmawati, Tomy (Bandung bondowoso), Oghi, 
Cenul (Jonggrang), Sigit (Jambrong), Yunita (Nyiet Nyiet) 
15. The other side friends in UMS, Ika (Jelembung), Uny, Uwix , Mrs.Ella, 
Khanaya,  
16. Those who cannot be mentioned one by one, she wants to say her deepest 




 The writer realizes that this research paper is still far from being 
perfect, so the writer welcomes any constructive comment, criticism, and 
suggestion from anyone. Finally, she hopes that this research paper would 
help the other researchers who are interested in studying translation and 
enrich the reader’s knowledge. 
 
 






























LIST OF ABBREVIATION 
 
TOJJ : The Assassination Of Jesse James By The Coward Robert Ford 
D1   : Disc 1 
D2   : Disc 2 




















TABLE OF CONTENT 
 
TITLE  ............................................................................................................ i 
APPROVAL  .................................................................................................. ii 
TESTIMONY  ................................................................................................ iii 
MOTTO  ......................................................................................................... iv 
DEDICATION  ............................................................................................... v 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT  .............................................................................. viii 
LIST OF ABREVIATION ............................................................................ xi 
TABLE OF CONTENT ................................................................................. xii 
 
CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION  ................................................................ 1 
A. Background of the Study  ................................................. 1 
B. Literature Review  ............................................................ 6 
C. Problem Statement  ........................................................... 8 
D. Limitation of the Study  .................................................... 8 
E. Objectives of the Study..................................................... 8 
F. Benefits of the Study ........................................................ 8 
G. Research Methodology  .................................................... 9 
H. Research Paper Organization ........................................... 10 
CHAPTER II: UNDERLYING THEORY  ................................................. 12 
A. Notion of Psychoanalytic.................................................. 12 
B. System of Personality  ...................................................... 14 
1.  Id  ................................................................................. 15.  
2. Ego ................................................................................ 16 
3. Superego  ...................................................................... 17  
C. Split of Personality............................................................18 
D. Structural Element of the movie.......................................19 





CHAPTER III: STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS ............................................. 25 
A. Structural Elements of The Assassination Of Jesse James By 
The Coward Robert Ford ................................................ 25 
1. Character and Characterization  .................................. 25 
2. Setting  ........................................................................ 47 
3. Plot  ............................................................................. 54 
4. Point of View .............................................................. 58 
5. Style ............................................................................ 59 
6. Technical Element ....................................................... 63 
B. Discussion ....................................................................... 85 
CHAPTER IV: PSYCHOANALYTIC ANALYSIS  .................................. 88 
A. The Element System of Personality  ............................... 88 
1.Robert Ford’s Id............................................................88 
2. Robert Ford’s Ego........................................................93 
3. Robert Ford’s Superego................................................98 
B. Discussion of Analysis  ................................................... 102 
CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  ...............................  105 
A. Conclusion  .....................................................................  105 
B. Suggestion  ......................................................................  106 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
APPENDIX
